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Robert P. Connelly Council #5918 - Woodridge, IL                       

 

2019 - 2020 Officers 
 
Grand Knight 
  Jerry Munley (630) 852-8819   
  
Chaplain 
  Deacon Tom Fricke (630) 985-5266 
 
Deputy Grand Knight 

  John Piotrowski (630) 415-9637 
 
Chancellor 
  Dennis Bik  (630) 783-9501 
 
Recorder 
  Vacant 
 
Financial Secretary 
  Mike Wagner (630)  810-8880 
 
Treasurer 
  Jim Schmidt (630) 985-6053 
 
Lecturer 
   Eric Wood          (773-715-5291) 
   
Advocate 
  Jim Leifel (630) 969-9212 
 
Warden 
  John Zang (630) 985-7728 
 
Inside Guards 
 Pete Gavlin (630) 222-1762 
 Oscar Cervantes (630) 699-9535 
 
Outside Guards 
  Tim Gontarz (630) 991-8769 
  Vacant  
 
Trustees 
  Joe Testolin               (630) 901-5952 
  Ken Bastuga     (630) 985-0963 
  George Reiber      (630) 969-2007 
 
K of C Insurance Field Agent 
 Joseph R Spada        (630) 703-9110 
    
The 5918 Express is a monthly  
publication of the Robert P. Connelly 
Council. The article submission dead-
line is the 10th of the month. Please 
send articles to:  

mjmggm@aol.com or 
trowski@hotmail.com 
for information  contact: 
John Piotrowski, (630) 810-0199 

http://www.kofc5918.org 

 

Brothers: Congratulations are in order for Carol and brother Knight Jerry 
Bevignani. Their work and planning ensured that the January 12th After-Christmas 
Party was a big success again this year. Approximately 50 were in attendance, in-
cluding, from St. Scholastica, Pastor Fr. Norbert and Fr. Mark, and from Christ the 
Servant, Pastor Fr. Bob Duda. Brother Knights and spouses, family members of 
deceased brother Knights, and several possible future Knights enjoyed Home Run 
Inn pizza, salad, desserts, and beverages. Gift bags were distributed to all the ladies 
in attendance. Following tradition, a medley of Christmas carols was sung, led by 
members of the council, with a number of family members and attendees joining 
in.   
For the third year in a row, Council 5918 will sponsor a Spelling Bee. In the past, 
the council mainly worked with Kingswood Academy in Darien. However, this 
year’s event, which takes place on Tuesday, January 28th; participating schools will 
include SS. Cyril and Methodius of Lemont and our own St. Scholastica School as 
well as Kingswood Academy. It is our intention to continue this wonderful exam-
ple of service to youth that was started in early 2018 by our beloved deceased 
Grand Knight John Koys. 
The Council hosted the first Blanchette Assembly Meeting of the new year at St. 
Scholastica on Wednesday evening, January 8th. Thanks to all council brothers who 
attended the dinner and the meeting. A special thanks to John Zang for help with 
the set-up, and to Eric Wood for working with Doggie Diner to make the evening’s 
dinner so well received by Assembly members. 
A salute also to brother Knights who gathered to recite the Rosary at the 75th Street 
Abortion Center on January 18th. A stormy morning did not deter these determined 
brothers (Jim Leifel, Ron Samoska, John Zang and yours truly) from praying for 
the unborn. 
In addition to above mentioned programs, the following are items to put on your 
kitchen calendar:  
January 23rd, Thursday: First night for 5918 members to participate at the Veterans 
Premier Charity Raffle Hall. The better the turnout, the more money the Council 
earns from the sale of pull-tabs for the council’s charitable causes. 
January 25th, Saturday: On that night, Daybreak of St. Scholastica will present a 
Rock n’ Roll Concert and Dance, with music by the Sting Rays. Doors will open at 
6:30pm, with tickets at $25.00 per person. Council members will be tending the 
bar at this event. Interested members should contact brother Knight Eric Wood, 
who is coordinating staffing for this volunteer effort. 
February 22nd, Saturday: 4th Degree Exemplification at the Sheraton Lisle Hotel. 
Finally, looking forward to seeing a good turnout of members at the January 22nd 
meeting. 
 

Vivat Jesus! 
Jerry Munley, Grand Knight 

 

From The Grand Knight 
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“A man is coming after me who ranks ahead of me because he existed before me. I did not know 
him.” John 1:30-31 

When I read this in the Gospel, I wondered how could St. John the Baptist not know his own 
cousin. But as you think about it, you realize what St. John was really trying to tell us. Physically 
he recognized Jesus but it’s just that he couldn’t see within his cousin who he really was. 

I think most of us or perhaps all of us one time or another struggle with knowing exactly who Jesus 
is. And really that’s OK to have those concerns because if we’re really open to seeing God in our 
lives, he’ll come to us in so many different ways that it would be impossible to always recognize 
him. 

So, where do I find God? Is he in the sky somewhere? Or is he in some remote place where he 
doesn’t really care about me? No, God is everywhere just as you are reading this, in the Eucharist, 
in the Holy Word and in each one of us. 

Not only that, God challenges everybody—each and one of us—to see the sacred in every day 
ordinary events in our daily lives. He challenges us to see Him in all people both the ones we care 
about and especially the ones we’re not so especially crazy about. And in those people and events 
which may seem to be very bad and undesirable at the time, Jesus comes to us in disguise. 

He came to St. Martin of Tours as a beggar. He came to St. Francis of Assisi as a leper. He came 
to Mother Teresa as a poor abandoned child. 

So, how does Jesus come to us? Does he come as a Catholic school teacher who is trying his or 
her best to give students a moral guidance in today’s world? A world that says, “Don’t worry about 
tomorrow, just enjoy yourself today.” 

Does Jesus come to you as a doctor, nurse, policeman, fireman, a tradesman, or any person who 
does the best job possible because they do their job as if they’re doing it for Christ? 

Does Jesus come to us as Knights of Columbus because of our charitable works? 

Perhaps, is Jesus coming to us in our priests and religious, who have scarified more than we will 
ever know because they want to help us to get to heaven? 

Regardless of what we are in our lives, whether happy or sad, energetic or depressed, rich or 
poor, young or old, whatever, we can be sure of one thing. Jesus will come and surprise us we just 
keep our eyes and hearts open. 

It’s like when we think we know someone really well and all of a sudden they surprise us. We get a 
new insight into that person’s true identity. The truth is that we can never completely end our dis-
covery of another person. Nor can we even begin to exhaust our ability to discover and know Je-
sus. 

However, we can begin to open our eyes and hearts to see God in every experience of our lives 
both the good and the bad. 

When we meet Jesus someday, and we all will, maybe he won’t have to say to us, “I don’t know 
you.” Instead, he’ll say, “Well done, you good and faithful servant.” 

Deacon Tom and Joanne Fricke 
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  Knights of Columbus 
 

Robert P. Connelly Council #5918 
P.O. Box 5144 

Woodridge, IL  60517 
 

LEONARD M. JARKA MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 
 

      The Robert P. Connolly Council # 5918 of the Knights of Columbus in the community of Woodridge is proud 
to announce the Leonard P. Jarka Memorial Scholarship program.   
Mr. Jarka is a dedicated member of the Knights of Columbus who continues to demonstrate the highest degree of 
involvement in the community through volunteerism, particularly in the areas of youth and senior citizen activities.  
The Knights of Columbus is a Catholic men’s fraternal organization that provides assistance to handicapped and 
retarded citizens, as well as supporting church, community and youth activities. 
 
     There are 3 separate scholarships that will be awarded.  Two awards ($500.00 each) are for incoming or current 
Catholic high school students.  One award ($1,500.00) is for a high school senior who will be attending an accred-
ited university, college or trade school, or an individual who is currently enrolled in such an educational institu-
tion. 
 
     These are financial need based scholarship awards. To be considered for one of the awards, the student must: 
 

Be in good standing at their current school. 
Complete the scholarship application form. 
Furnish a letter of recommendation from the student’s guidance counselor or another school official act-

ing in that capacity. 
Attach a clear handwritten or typewritten essay on the topic of volunteerism as stated on the application. 
Attach a clear handwritten or typewritten essay on why you believe you should be considered for this 

scholarship. 
Also attach a letter of recommendation from a member of the Knights of Columbus, who is in good 

standing. 
 
     The application form for awards can be obtained from the Christ the Servant or St. Scholastica parish offices, 
downloaded from our website http://www.kofc5918.org (click on scholarship tab) or by contacting our Scholarship 
Chairman Jim Schmidt, listed below.  All applications must be submitted by April 15, 2020.   Entries can be sub-
mitted via email on our website, printed and mailed to our Post Office Box listed above, or given to any Council 
5918 officer or our Scholarship Chairman. The scholarships will be awarded at the end of May. 
      
     For additional information please contact our Scholarship Chairman: 
 

Jim Schmidt at (630) 728-4784. 

http://www.kofc5918.org/
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Pope Francis’ New Year Messages 
During his homily on the Solemnity of the Mother of God, the Holy 
Father invited Catholics to see her as a messenger of hope. 
 
VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis has invited the faithful to entrust 
their hearts to Mary, to look on her as a Mother to all and to see 
her as a messenger of hope during his homily on the Solemnity of 
the Mother of God. 
 
The Holy Father’s homily marked the end of a series of traditional 
messages over the past 24 hours invoking gratitude to God for the year just passed and looking with an au-
thentic hope towards the year ahead. 
 
Addressing pilgrims in the Basilica of St. Peter on New Year’s Day, the Holy Father said the “Mother of the 
Redeemer goes before us and continually strengthens us in faith, in our vocation and in our mission.” 
By her “example of humility and openness to God’s will,” she helps us to transmit our faith in a “joyful proc-
lamation of the Gospel to all, without reservation,” he added. “In this way, our mission will be fruitful, be-
cause it is modeled on the motherhood of Mary.” 
 
He called on the faithful to therefore entrust to her “our journey of faith, the desires of our heart, our needs 
and the needs of the whole world, especially of those who hunger and thirst for justice and peace.” 
“Let us then together invoke her: Holy Mother of God!” he said. 
 
The Pope began by recalling the ancient blessing from the Book of Numbers: “The Lord bless you and keep 
you. The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord lift up his countenance up-
on you and give you peace.” “There is no more meaningful time than the beginning of a new year to hear 
these words of blessing,” he said. 

 
 
 

 

February Birthdays  
 
Don Chilson                     2/10 
Dan Gracious                  2/10 
David Johnson                2/23 
Michael Kurinec               2/25 
James Leginski                2/17 
Michael McAleer              2/28 
Joseph Puthenpurakal  2/12 
George Rieber Sr.           2/21  
Jeff Salvino                       2/3  



   

January 2020 Page 5 5918 Express 

 

Council 5918 Calendar 
January 2020 

un Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
 

2 3 4 
Winter meeting 

Room 112 
9:00 am to noon 

5 6 7 8 
Host 4th degree 

Assembly 
Activity ctr 
Rosary 6:30 

Dinner & Mtg to 
follow 

9 10 11 

12 
Christmas Party 

13 14 15 16 17 18 
Rosary at the 75th 
Street Abortion 

Center  

19 20 21 22 
Monthly 
 Meeting 

 
Annual Survey of 
Fraternal Activity 
Individual work-

sheet due 

23 
Veterans  

Premier Charity  
Raffle Hall  

@ 
6:00 pm 

24 25 
Daybreak  

St Scholastica  
Rock n’ Roll Con-

cert and Dance 
$25 each 
6:30 pm 

26 
Catholic Schools 

Week Begins 

27 28 
Spelling Bee  

@ 
Kingswood 

29 
Catholic Man 

Night 
6:30 pm 

Crest Hill 

30 31  
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Council 5918 Calendar 
February 2020 

un Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    
 

  1 
World day of 

prayer for  
consecrated 

life 
 

2 3 4 5 
 

6 7 8 
World  

Marriage Day 

9 
World 

 Marriage Day 
 

10 11 12 
Assembly 
meeting 

@ Holy Spirt 
Naperville 

13 14 15 
Pie card sales @  

St Scholastica 
 

16 
Pie card sales @ 
St. Scholastica 

17 18 19 
Monthly 
 Meeting  

& 
Degree  

Ceremonial 
@ 6:30 

 

20 21 
Chapter  
Meeting 

@ Sheraton Lisle 
7 pm 

22 
4th Degree  

Exemplification  
@ Sheraton Lisle  

Blood Drive 
Chili cook-off     

@ St  Scholastica 
 

23 
Pie card sales 

@ 
CTS 

24 25 26 
 

27 28 
 

29 
Pie card sales 

@ 
St Scholastica 

1 
Pie card sales 

@ 
St Scholastica 

2 3 4 5 6 7 



 
Place  

Postage  
Here 

Knights of Columbus 
Robert P. Connelly Council #5918 
P.O. Box 5144 
Woodridge, IL 60517 


