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Robert P. Connelly Council #5918 - Woodridge, IL                       

2020 - 2021 Officers 
 

Grand Knight 
 Jerry Munley             (630) 852-8819   
  

Chaplain,  Deacon  
 Tom Fricke               (630) 985-5266 
 

Deputy Grand Knight 
John Piotrowski        ( 630) 415-9637 
 

Chancellor 
Dennis Bik                 (630) 783-9501 
 

Recorder  
Bill Yunker               (630) 910 6918 
 

Financial Secretary 
 Mike Wagner          ( 630)  810-8880 
 

Treasurer 
 Jim Schmidt              (630) 985-6053 
 

Lecturer  
Eric Wood                  (773) 715-5291 
   

Advocate 
Joe Testolin               (630) 901-5952 
 

Warden 
 John Zang                 (630) 985-7728 
 

Inside Guards 
Pete Gavlin                (630) 222-1762 
Oscar Cervantes        (630) 699-9535 
 

Outside Guards 
 Daniel Herrera        (773) 512  5475 
 Craig Stilwell           (630) 253 8762 
 

Trustees 
 Clem Campbell         (630) 852 2764 
 Ken Bastuga             (630) 985-0963 
 George Reiber, Sr     (630) 969-2007 
 

K of C Insurance Field Agent 
Joseph R. Spada        (630) 703-9110 
    

The 5918 Express is a monthly  
publication of the Robert P. Connelly 
Council. The article submission 
deadline is the 10th of the month. 
Please send articles to:  
mjmggm@aol.com or 
trowski@hotmail.com 
for information  contact: 
John Piotrowski, (630) 810-0199 

http://www.kofc5918.org 

From The Grand Knight 

Brothers: 
 The weather cooperated nicely on September 18th and 19th when many of 
our council members were out on the street corners selling Tootsie Rolls, 
thereby collecting donations for our Annual Intellectual Disabilities Drive. 
Their efforts added to those who sold Tootsie Rolls at the Woodridge Jewel 
on August 29th.  
Luckily, through the efforts of brother Knight Clem Campbell, additional 
days have been added at the Woodridge Jewel Food Store – Sunday, Sep-
tember 27th and Sunday, October 18th.  The hours available to us on each 
day will be 10:00am to 4:00pm. On both days, council members will be 
present at the doors to sell Tootsie Rolls to shoppers entering and exiting the 
store.  
Volunteers are needed for these two Sundays at Jewel. If you are able, please 
contact John Zang at jkzng@hotmail.com - by phone (630) 400-5167 or 
Clem Campbell at mcsoup3@comcast.net -- by phone (630) 852-2764.  
Note that we will have another opportunity to support individuals with Intel-
lectual Disabilities in October. I am referring to the sale of Tootsie Roll 
Banks at the two parishes we serve. Volunteers will be needed for the fol-
lowing: CTS after each Mass on October 3rd & 4th, and St. Scholastica 
after each Mass on October 10th & 11th. Tables will be set up outside 
church doors to greet parishioners as they leave each Mass. Please let John 
or Clem know if you can help after any of the Masses at your parish of 
choice.   
Special thanks to John Zang, ID Drive Chairman, and to Clem Campbell, for 
their leadership and efforts to make this worthy charitable project a success 
in spite of the challenges presented to them by state and local COVID-19 
restrictions. 
 
Continued next page…. 
 

mailto:jkzng@hotmail.com
mailto:mcsoup3@comcast.net
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From The Grand Knight continued…. 

Sincere and brotherly greetings are extended to new members Michael McGee (CTS) and Vince Molina (St. 
S.). A warm welcome is also extended to new transfer member Bradley Werner, who is coming to us from 
Joliet. To welcome new members so early in the new fraternal year is a good sign that this year may be a 
successful one for council growth and for the possibility of earning Star Council. For it is only through add-
ing members that we can more fully serve the needs of our parishes, and also the various charities that we 
support (such as vocations, seminarian support, Special Olympics, persons with Intellectual Disabilities and 
so on).       
Finally, our September meeting will take place on September 23rd, but unlike previous virtual meetings, this 
one will be short (Do I hear the sound of cheering?). Our regular virtual meeting host Joe Gajc was unavaila-
ble on the 23rd, but brother Knight Pete Gavlin stepped up and offered the council use of his personal 
ZOOM account. The main difference is that personal accounts only allow for a meeting length of 40 
minutes; hence, our September meeting will last no longer than 40 minutes. As a result, many standard parts 
of our agenda will be set aside, with the focus on only the most important items that need to be covered.  
In closing, may you and your families continue to be safe, continue to support your church during this 
COVID pandemic, and please take advantage of every opportunity to reach out to friends and neighbors with 
the simple greeting: “Have you ever thought about becoming a Knight?”  
 

Vivat Jesus! 
Jerry Munley,  Grand Knight 

Prayers needed: 

Bastuga - procedure at Good Samaritan Hospital.  

Tim Gontarz - Tim was diagnosed as showing symptoms of a possible 
stroke.  

Jim Leifel - Jim had back surgery on August 5th; he is recovering at  a 
rehab center in Oak Brook.  

Jan Leifel – Jan had a surgical procedure, August 12th. 

Delores Rieber - Brother Knight George Rieber’s wife Delores had sur-
gery August 17th.  

Walter Shiffer - Walter had surgery August 10th  
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From Deacon Tom Fricke 
October we begin the fall season and traditionally it is designated as the month of the Holy Rosary.  

The Rosary is important because it is a beginning of Christian prayer on meditation on the various 
events in salvation history and asking God how to apply them in our life. It is important because 
our Blessed Lady, herself, came from heaven and asked us to unite ourselves with her Son through 
this pray each day. 

The Rosary probably began as a practice by the laity to imitate the monastic Divine Office (Liturgy 
of the Hours) during the course of which the monks daily prayed the 150 Psalms. The laity, many 
of whom could not read, substituted 50 or even 150 Hail Mary’s for the Psalms. 

The first historical reference to the Rosary, however, is from the life of St. Dominic in the 13 th cen-
tury. He preached a form of the Rosary in France at the time that the Albgensium heresy was dev-
astating the faith there. Tradition has it that the Blessed Mother herself asked for the practice as an 
antidote for heresy and sin. 

So why pray the Rosary today? Certainly it is to grow in holiness and in one’s prayer life. There are 
many other reasons. At Fatima our Lady asked us to pray for peace in the world. Sister Lucia, one 
of the seers of Fatima said, “My impression is that the Rosary is of the greatest value and not only 
according to the words of Our Lady of Fatima but according to the effects of the Rosary one sees 
throughout history. My impression is that Our Lady wanted to give ordinary people, who might not 
know how to pray, this simple method of getting closer to God.” 

Today, the world, our nation, and our own personal lives are facing difficult times and issues.  

Protection of life from conception to natural death 

Marriage should be reinforced not redefined 

Religious freedom 

Those in government and public service seek the peace and justice of God in all human affairs 

End of the COVED-19 Virus 

Let us pray the Rosary and ask the Blessed Mother to intercede for us to reverse the wrongs that are 
being promulgated.  

Vivat Jesus! 

Deacon Tom 
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Brothers,  
Supreme has put together the opportunity for our fel-
low Catholics to join the Knights for their first year 
for FREE!!! 
Father McGivney was faced with a pandemic in the 
1880s, as we are today. In the face of that pandemic, 
he persevered in his efforts to evangelize those in his 
community, to form his parishioners in their Catholic 
faith, and to grow the Knights of Columbus. As his 
spiritual heirs, we can do nothing less. 
Our pastor needs the Knights of Columbus. Our fel-
low parishioners need the Knights of Columbus. 
Those impacted by COVID-19 need the Knights of 
Columbus. Just as our holy founder surely would, we 
are resolved to Leave No Neighbor Behind, and to 
offer every Catholic man of the parish an opportuni-
ty to join the Order that Father McGivney founded 
some 138 years ago. 
The time is now. 
Join prior to the end of August for 1 year of FREE 
membership. Jerry Bevignani (630) 747 - 4705 

September Birthdays  

Joseph Adamski 9/6  

James Briggs 9/21  
John Daly 9/11  

Michael Gonda 9/26  

James Hadonicky 9/18 

Greg Hoffman 9/24  

Roger Hohl 9/3  
Ted Kmiotek, Jr 9/19  

Edward Lassa 9/29  

Chris Lickteig 9/15  

John Morgan 9/6  

Marvin Nieves 9/29  

Michael Preze 9/5  

Brian Rackowski 9/11  

Stephen Ryan 9/19  

Paul Stephen 9/13  

Joe Testolin 9/21  

Mike Wagner 9/24  

Steve Wagner 9/13  

Dan Weiss 9/21      

October Birthdays  

Robert Arthurs 10/28  

Larry Bejnarowicz 10/21 
David Cavalli 10/15  

James Chemlik 10/15  

Gary Chrencik 10/30  

Christopher Deters 10/15 

Ed Fleming 10/28  
Charles Krasneek 10/3 

Brian Krieger 10/10  

Michael Kutilek 10/18  

John Mixen 10/19  

James Scola 10/27  

Timothy Seeden 10/1  

Aaron Spencer 10/23 

Craig Stillwell 10/4 

Dennis Szulc 10/30  

John Wilson 10/27  

Rey Ymson 10/1  
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Church news:  
Christ the Servant 
 
Just a reminder that the St. Vincent de Paul clothing (& small household items) drive is this weekend. There 
will be someone at the truck to receive your donations before and after each of the three masses.  
 
September 29 is the Feast of the Archangels Gabriel, Raphael and Michael. Saints Michael, Gabriel, and 
Raphael, Pray for Us!  
October 2 is the Feast of Our Guardian Angels. Remember God has given you and me a great spiritual gift in 
the presence and protection of our personal Guardian Angel. Pray daily to your Guardian Angel. "Angel of 
God, my Guardian Dear, to whom God's love commits me here, ever this day be at my side to light and 
guard, to rule and guide. Amen." (Thanks to Rita Sisko for providing this information!)  
 
The following weekend, October 3/4, the Knights of Columbus will be offering Tootsie Roll banks after 
mass. The plan is to have them outside; they will have on masks and gloves, and it is expected that they will 
have separate people handling the banks and the money for your protection. Besides the fact that the Tootsie 
Rolls are individually wrapped inside the bank. Social distancing is required. Even with restrictions, we ask 
you to be as generous as possible because the proceeds are so beneficial to people who experience intellectual 
disabilities. 
 
We all need encouragement. Discouragement robs us of hope, and encouragement can help renew hope. Try 
to speak words of encouragement to someone this week. Maybe it will make their day that much better. 
 
On behalf of Fr. Bob and everyone on the staff, thank you for being part of Christ the Servant. We appreciate 
your support. Be sure to check the bulletin for information about the October 4 pet blessing (outside), the in-
stallation of Bishop Hicks (will be live-streamed from the Cathedral), and the "Did you know" paragraph on 
page 7, listing some of the people who help keep the outside of Christ the Servant looking nice. And thank 
you to the people who get signed up for attending mass this weekend before noon on Friday. We don't have 
anyone in the office over the weekend to check the on-line sign-ups. 
 

Corinne Hanson 
Christ the Servant, Business Manager 

The Knights of Columbus would 
like to provide you with an oppor-
tunity to attend our webinar on Oc-
tober 21st 2020. 
 

To preregister: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/
register/
WN_QkSMgMxcTuePGUZvlkllfw  

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_QkSMgMxcTuePGUZvlkllfw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_QkSMgMxcTuePGUZvlkllfw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_QkSMgMxcTuePGUZvlkllfw
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Church news continued… 
Saint Scholastica 
 
Our Lady of Fatima Rosary: 
 

Please join us for Our Lady of Fatima Rosary Saturday, October 10 at Noon Rosary will be prayed in front 
of the Blessed Mother Statue across from the Rectory. All are welcome! Call Darlene Jindra at 630.643.1180 
if you have questions. 
 

Announcing our new Bishop Ronald A. Hicks: 
 
St. Scholastica Parish and the Diocese of Joliet are overjoyed to invite all the people of the Diocese of Joliet 
and through out the Church to join us in celebrating the installation of our new bishop, Most Reverend 
Ronald A. Hicks, later this month. On the eve of the Installation, Bishop Hicks will join our priests for a 
Vespers Service of Welcome at the Cathedral of St. Raymond Nonnatus. This will begin at 7:00 pm on Mon-
day, September 28, 2020. Bishop Hicks will be installed as the sixth Bishop of Joliet by the Apostolic Nun-
cio to the United States, the Most Reverend Archbishop Christophe Pierre, on Tuesday, September 29, 2020 
at 10 am. The Installation Mass will also take place at the Cathedral of St. Raymond Nonnatus. Due to the 
gathering limitations in place during COVID‐19, participation will be by invitation only. Both events will be 
livestreamed for all to join us virtually at hhtp://www.dioceseofoliet.org/ or hhtp://www.youtube.com/
Diocese of Joliet IL. Bishop Hicks will begin his service to the Diocese of Joliet on Wednesday, September 
30. Correspondence and invitations to activities, or requests for appointments on or after that date should be 
submitted to Julie Grzadzinski, Administrative Assistant to the Bishop, at jgrzadzinski@dioceseołoliet.org. 
815.221.6185 or at the Blanchette Catholic Center, 16555 Weber Road, Crest Hill, Illinois 60403. Heartfelt 
thanks are extended to the following who are serving as the Installation Committee. They are devoting much 
time and effort to the planning and execution of the Installation. In Addition to these, many volunteers are 
being called upon to facilitate the events. The continued prayers of all in the Joliet Diocesan Community are 
welcome as we rejoice in the unfolding of history.  
 

Volunteers Needed:  
 
We are in need of additional volunteers to assist with various aspects of our parish reopening plan. Im-
portantly, these volunteers must not be part of a “vulnerable population” (with no underlying medical condi-
tion such as diabetes; lung disease; undergoing cancer treatment, etc.) Those over the age of 60 should con-
sult with the Parish Leadership Team about possibly serving as a volunteer. I ask all of you who are younger 
than 60 and healthy with no underlying health conditions to consider assisting us. I especially encourage 
high school, college students, as well as young adults to serve and volunteer for teams. Look for information 
regarding team responsibilities on the parish web page. • Green team. • Cleaning team. You can sign up to 
help by contacting the core team by e‐mail at reopen@stscholasticaparish.org 
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Message from the Supreme Knight Carl Anderson 

Brother Knights: 

“Fr. McGivney” saw that Catholic men united in charity could form a 
brotherhood that would enable them to fulfill their mission — a mission 
to manifest Christ to others by their witness and in that way contribute to 
the sanctification of the world,” Anderson said. “Put another way, he 
knew that in a time of crisis, faithful brotherhood was the answer.” 

Anderson concluded by challenging men to fulfill that mission by wit-
nessing to their neighbors and other families. 

“Today, is the opportunity for you to examine the principles that you 
stand for, that you live by and that you will fight for — for your family, 
your community and your Church,” Anderson said. “The times call for a 
new commitment on the part of Catholic men to the Church’s work of 
evangelization — an evangelization … that only the laity can provide. 
You may be thinking, ‘But what can I really accomplish?” Together we 
can become the men that God has called us to be — men of faith and men 
of action.’” 

 

 

Beatification of Father McGivney to take place Oct. 31 in 
Hartford, Conn. 
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In UN message, Pope Francis decries abor-
tion and family breakdown 

Vatican City, Sep 25, 2020 / 02:00 pm (CNA).- Pope Francis told 
the United Nations Friday that denying the existence of human life 
in the womb through abortion does not solve problems. 

“Unfortunately, some countries and international institutions are 
also promoting abortion as one of the so-called ‘essential services’ 
provided in the humanitarian response to the pandemic,” Pope 
Francis said in his address to the UN Sept. 25. 

“It is troubling to see how simple and convenient it has become for 
some to deny the existence of a human life as a solution to prob-
lems that can and must be solved for both the mother and her un-
born child,” the pope said. 

Speaking to the high-level meeting of the UN General Assembly via a video message, Pope Francis said that the problem 
of today’s “throwaway culture” was rooted in a disrespect for human dignity. 

“At the origin of this ‘throwaway culture’ is a gross lack of respect for human dignity, the promotion of ideologies with 
reductive understandings of the human person, a denial of the universality of fundamental human rights, and a craving 
for absolute power and control that is widespread in today’s society. Let us name this for what it is: an attack against hu-
manity itself,” he said. 

“It is in fact painful to see the number of fundamental human rights that in our day continue to be violated with impunity. 
The list of such violations is indeed lengthy, and offers us a frightening picture of a humanity abused, wounded, deprived 
of dignity, freedom and hope for the future,” he continued. 

“As part of this picture, religious believers continue to endure every kind of persecution, including genocide, because of 
their beliefs. We Christians too are victims of this: how many of our brothers and sisters throughout the world are suffer-
ing, forced at times to flee from their ancestral lands, cut off from their rich history and culture.”  

Pope Francis urged world leaders to be especially attentive to the rights of children, “particularly their right to life and to 
schooling,” acclaiming the example of Malala Yousafzai, the young Pakistani advocate for female education.  

He reminded the UN that the first teachers of every child are his or her mother and father, adding that the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights describes the family as the “natural and fundamental group unit of society”. 

“All too often, the family is the victim of forms of ideological colonialism that weaken it and end up producing in many 
of its members, especially the most vulnerable — the young and the elderly — a feeling of being orphaned and lacking 
roots,” Pope Francis said. 

“The breakdown of the family echoes the social fragmentation that hinders our efforts to confront common enemies,” he 
added. 

In his speech, Pope Francis said that the coronavirus pandemic had highlighted the urgent need to “make every person’s 
right to basic medical care a reality” and exposed “the rapidly growing inequality between the super-rich and the perma-
nently poor.” 

“I think of the effects of the pandemic on employment … There is an urgent need to find new forms of work truly capa-
ble of fulfilling our human potential and affirming our dignity,” he said. 

“In order to ensure dignified employment, there must be a change in the prevailing economic paradigm, which seeks on-
ly to expand companies’ profits. Offering jobs to more people should be one of the main objectives of every business, 
one of the criteria for the success of productive activity.” 

Calling on the international community to “put an end to economic injustices,” the pope proposed instead an economic 
model that “encourages subsidiarity, supports economic development and invests in education and infrastructure benefit-
ing local communities.” 

The pope also renewed his appeals that the poorest and the most vulnerable be given priority in an effort to ensure access 
to COVID-19 vaccines and for the forgiveness of debt burdens for the poorest nations. 

For the first time in its history, the UN General Assembly is virtual this year, with world leaders delivering pre-taped 
remarks via video link due to the coronavirus restrictions on travel to New York. The UN is commemorating this week 
the 75th anniversary of its founding. 

http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
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Message from Pope Francis continued… 

This was Pope Francis’ second speech to the UN General Assembly in the seven years since his election. It 
was the sixth time that a pope has addressed the UN, following Pope Paul VI in 1964, Pope John Paul II in 
1979 and 1995, and Pope Benedict XVI in 2008. 

In his video message, the pope expressed strong support for multilateralism, that is, the partnership between 
multiple countries pursuing a common goal. 

“We need to break with the present climate of distrust. At present, we are witnessing an erosion of multilater-
alism, which is all the more serious in light of the development of new forms of military technology, such as 
lethal autonomous weapons systems (LAWS) which irreversibly alter the nature of warfare, detaching it fur-
ther from human agency,” he warned. 

The pope said that recovery from the coronavirus pandemic presented a choice between two paths. 

One path leads to the consolidation of multilateralism as the expression of a renewed sense of global co-
responsibility, a solidarity grounded in justice and the attainment of peace and unity within the human family, 
which is God’s plan for our world.” 

“The other path emphasizes self-sufficiency, nationalism, protectionism, individualism and isolation; it ex-
cludes the poor, the vulnerable and those dwelling on the peripheries of life. That path would certainly be det-
rimental to the whole community, causing self-inflicted wounds on everyone. It must not prevail.” 

Right to Life,                                                                    Pro Life  
 
“Catholics must be committed to the defense of life in all its stages and in every 
condition.” (St. John Paul II, 1995). The urgency of the threat to a culture of life in 
our world cannot be misunderstood. 

The Knights of Columbus encourages others to choose life through 
public support of the pro-life cause.  
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Overview 

 The goal of the Coats for Kids program is to ensure that no child in North America 

goes without a coat during the winter season. Ten years ago, the Knights of Columbus 

recognized the needs of children in the United States and Canada living in extreme 

poverty and started the Coats for Kids program. Since then, Knights from 1,943 coun-

cils have donated 660,581 coats to children in need. In 2018 alone, councils donated 

116,616 coats. 

Council 5918 will once again be participating in the 
“Coats for Kids Program” with a donation to the 
West Suburban Pantry 
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Council 5918 Calendar  
September 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 
Tootsie Roll 
Sales at the 

Street Corners  

19 
Tootsie Roll 
Sales at the 

Street Corners  
 
 
 

20 21 22 23 
 

Council Mtg 
Rosary 6:30 
GO TO MTG 

24 25 26 

27 
Tootsie Roll 

Sales at 
Jewel 

28 29 30 
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Council 5918 Calendar  
October 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 
DD Meeting  

9 am 
Zoom 

Tootsie Roll 
Sales 

At CTS 

4 
Tootsie Roll 

Sales at 
CTS 

 

5 6 7 8 9 10 
Tootsie Roll 
Sales at SS 

 
Rosary at 

Noon at SS 

11 
Tootsie Roll 
Sales at SS 

 

12 13 14 15 16 
  

17 
7:30 am break-

fast 9 am  
Prayers at  
Abortion 

center 

18 
Tootsie Roll 

sales at Jewel 

19 20 21 
 
 

22 25 24 

25 26 27 28 
Council Mtg 
Rosary 6:30 

Zoom 
Budget  

approval 

29 30 31 
Beatification 

of Fr. 
McGivney 

 

       


