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The 5918 Express is a monthly

publication of the Robert P. Connelly
Council. The article submission
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for information contact:
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From The Grand Knight
Brothers:

For the fifth month in a row, (thanks to COVID-19), we will conduct a
“Virtual” Meeting on August 26th in line with directives from Supreme, the
Illinois State Office, and also guidelines from the Diocese of Joliet and Illinois Governor Pritzger. While returning to the days of face-to-face meetings
would be desirable, it also must be noted that the Coronavirus Pandemic is
still very much a presence in Illinois. If there is one point that came out of a
recent Officers’ Meeting that was held virtually on August 18 th, it was that
the majority of officers want us to move cautiously as we plan the meeting
schedule for the balance of 2020.
As reported at the Fall Officers Meeting, St. Scholastica announced that it
was opening up its meeting rooms for use by parish organizations beginning
in September. However, this reopening plan contained many conditions, including group size limitations, social distancing directives, required use of
face masks, use of pre-packaged meals (if a meal were to be served) etc.
After some discussion, the consensus was that the Council was not quite
ready to conduct an in-person meeting. The group was no doubt influenced
by the news, reported by current Advocate and PGK Joe Testolin, that the
Blanchette Assembly, due to the continuing pandemic, would be holding its
meetings virtually for the balance of 2020.
Other topics raised at the Officers’ Meeting included the ID Drive, the Vocation Raffle Drive (both discussed later in this “Article”), Planning for a
Blood Drive, Planning for a Memorial Mass (perhaps in early November).
Other activities on the horizon would include the annual Coats-for-Kids donation to the West Suburban Pantry, and the council’s annual participation in
the local and regional Knights of Columbus Spelling Bee in January. Also
mentioned was the need to develop and approve a Council Budget for 202021, and the need to move to a more effective email system to improve communication with members (Mail Chimp and Constant Contact were mentioned). The Annual After-Christmas Party, usually held in January, was also
brought up. However, like other items on the horizon, these activities would
have to be listed in the tentative category for the foreseeable future, depending on what happens in Illinois with COVID-19.
Continued next page….
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From The Grand Knight continued….
If you have questions, or need additional raffle books, please contact Deacon Tom, dcnfricke@sbcglobal.net
or call him at (630) 985-5266.
Volunteers are needed on Saturday, August 29th between 10am and 2:00pm to sell Tootsie Rolls at the
Woodridge Jewel. ID Drive Chair John Zang is scheduling brothers for two-hour shifts (10am to 12 Noon,
and 12 Noon to 2pm). Ideally, John would like each door to be covered by two brother Knights during each
two-hour period. If you can help, please contact John Zang (jkzng@hotmail.com) to sign up. John can also
be reached at (630) 985-7728.
Volunteers are also needed for the annual Tootsie Roll Sales at the Street Corners on Friday and Saturday, September 18th & 19th. Again, please contact John Zang if you can help. Whether you can give one
hour or more, every street corner covered increases the opportunity to raise money for individuals with Intellectual Disabilities.
I look forward to seeing you (Virtually) at our next council meeting, Wednesday, August 26 th on the Go-toMeeting platform hosted by brother Knight Joe Gajc. Rosary starts at 6:30pm, Business Meeting at 7:00pm.
You should have received an email, sent on August 22 nd, announcing the online meeting and including the
link which would allow you to join the meeting. If you did not receive the email, then please contact the GK
at mjmggm@aol.com.

Vivat Jesus!
Jerry Munley, Grand Knight

Prays needed:
Bastuga - procedure at Good Samaritan Hospital.
Tim Gontarz - Tim was diagnosed as showing symptoms of a possible
stroke.
Jim Leifel - Jim had back surgery on August 5th; he is recovering at a
rehab center in Oak Brook.
Jan Leifel – Jan had a surgical procedure, August 12th.
Delores Rieber - Brother Knight George Rieber’s wife Delores had surgery August 17th.
Walter Shiffer - Walter had surgery August 10th
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From Deacon Tom Fricke
Last August 15th we celebrated the feast of the Assumption however due to restrictions of COVED19 many of us did not have the opportunity to attend Mass on that day and there was no obligation.
The doctrine of the Assumption, which was formally defined by Pope Pius XII in 1950, teaches
that at the end of her earthly existence, the Blessed Virgin Mary was taken up (assumed), body and
soul, into heaven. This means there are two human bodies we know of to be in heaven with God at
this time: the human body of Jesus and that of Mary. In this doctrine, we see the collaboration of
man and woman in the work of salvation all the way from the Fall to the Redemption to sharing in
the fruit of Redemption in heaven.
Jesus is God and became a man. He humbled himself to share in our humanity. So, no human has
ever been as exalted as Mary has been. Without the Assumption of the woman Mary to balance the
Ascension, the man Jesus alone would be enjoying the fullness of salvation with God and it would
be only a part of the story.
The Assumption is the ultimate proof of the equality of man and woman before God. It also shows
the sacredness and eternal destiny of the human body. The Assumption enables us to realize the full
story that salvation is for all of us, male and female, body and soul.
As we celebrate Mary’s Assumption into heaven, let’s look into the events in Mary’s life. The trip
to Nazareth, having to flee to Egypt away from family and friends, and the constant fear of harm
coming to her son by Jewish or Roman officials had to be an ordeal. Yet, her accepting everything
in an amazing act of faith.
That is why Mary is such a model for each of us. We all have problems. We too, may wonder what
is happening in our lives.
Currently, it is difficult to have the financial resources to stay abreast of the rising costs of housing,
education, energy, taxes and all the other demands we face. Parents worry about their children just
as Mary worried about Jesus.
We are concerned about the restrictions that COVED-19 is imposing on us and the effects on our
families.
Think how she must have felt when He remained in Jerusalem to speak to elders in the temple
while His parents were on their way to their home. Mary felt the same anxiety as when the Jewish
and Roman leaders were seeking Jesus after His birth so they could eliminate Him. This wasn’t
make believe…it was a real danger.
As Jesus began His public life, Mary must have had fears for His safety. She probably had reports
come back to her about His clashes with the Jewish hierarchy. She was a mother who probably
couldn’t understand what was really happening. Then, finally, she had to witness His horrible
death. We know what was to take place that Jesus was to rise from the dead. Mary didn’t know
that. She was a grieving mother who had lost her child.
Her trials are a reason for each of us to realize that Mary led a life much like the lives we all live in.
Although her trials may have been much more dramatic than ours, she is really our mother, too.
That is why we can confidently turn to Mary for help as we live through very troubled times. Our
world is torn by wars and conflicts. There seems to be disagreements within our governments and
our population over situations that have been taught by our God to be sinful. And yet, many would
have us turn our back and join the crowd in expressing every type of conduct as a “privilege” to be
legalized.
These situations can be compared with the trials Mary endured. Very often, she probably didn’t
understand what was happening but she protected her child, she had faith in her God and she believed in His word.
That is why Mary is the Queen of Heaven and Earth and why she will always be there if we turn to
her for help. She is like we are…she is a human being who believed in God and lived her life by
following His promises and His commandments. She is truly our Mother.
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Brothers,
Supreme has put together the opportunity for our
fellow Catholics to join the Knights for their first
year for FREE!!!
Father McGivney was faced with a pandemic in
the 1880s, as we are today. In the face of that
pandemic, he persevered in his efforts to evangelize those in his community, to form his parishioners in their Catholic faith, and to grow the Knights
of Columbus. As his spiritual heirs, we can do
nothing less.
Our pastor needs the Knights of Columbus. Our
fellow parishioners need the Knights of Columbus.
Those impacted by COVID-19 need the Knights of
Columbus. Just as our holy founder surely would,
we are resolved to Leave No Neighbor Behind, and to
offer every Catholic man of the parish an opportunity
to join the Order that Father McGivney founded some
138 years ago.
The time is now.
Join prior to the end of August for 1 year of FREE
membership. Jerry Bevignani (630) 747 - 4705

September Birthdays

October Birthdays

Joseph Adamski 9/6

Robert Arthurs 10/28

James Briggs 9/21

Larry Bejnarowicz 10/21

John Daly 9/11

David Cavalli 10/15

Michael Gonda 9/26

James Chemlik 10/15

James Hadonicky 9/18

Gary Chrencik 10/30

Greg Hoffman 9/24

Christopher Deters 10/15

Roger Hohl 9/3

Ed Fleming 10/28

Ted Kmiotek, Jr 9/19

Charles Krasneek 10/3

Edward Lassa 9/29

Brian Krieger 10/10

Chris Lickteig 9/15

Michael Kutilek 10/18

John Morgan 9/6

John Mixen 10/19

Marvin Nieves 9/29

James Scola 10/27

Michael Preze 9/5

Timothy Seeden 10/1

Brian Rackowski 9/11

Aaron Spencer 10/23

Stephen Ryan 9/19

Craig Stillwell 10/4

Paul Stephen 9/13

Dennis Szulc 10/30

Joe Testolin 9/21

John Wilson 10/27

Mike Wagner 9/24

Rey Ymson 10/1

Steve Wagner 9/13
Dan Weiss 9/21
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Message from the Supreme Knight Carl Anderson
Brother Knights:
We are all aware of the troubling events that are occurring today, including attacks on statues of historical
figures such as Abraham Lincoln, Frederick Douglass and our Order’s namesake, Christopher Columbus.
Statues of saints have also been vandalized, including those honoring St. Junípero Serra, St. Louis and even
the Blessed Virgin Mary, and houses of worship and other religious symbols have been attacked. These are
not merely attacks on statues and history. They are increasingly attacks on Catholics and people of faith.
In the late 19th century, the Knights of Columbus took its name at a time of intense anti-Catholicism. Our
founding members wanted to show that Catholics played an essential role in the exploration and development of America since its earliest days, and that a Catholic could be both a good citizen and a good Catholic.
However, anti-Catholicism persisted. In the 1920s, the Ku Klux Klan tried to stop Columbus Day celebrations and opposed Columbus statues simply because Columbus was a Catholic. We opposed the KKK then
and have continued to stand up against bigotry directed at Catholics and others.
We stood up against the persecution of Catholics in Mexico in the 1920s, spoke out for the Jews of Germany
in the 1930s and worked for religious freedom behind the Iron Curtain during the Cold War. Today, we are
rebuilding Christian communities in the Middle East that were targeted for genocide. Each of us can be
proud of our history of standing up for the most vulnerable among us.
While our faith calls us to be respectful of different perspectives, acts of vandalism are crimes against all
who cherish democracy and mutual respect. The Knights of Columbus remains firm in its condemnation of
all forms of racism and violence, including political violence. With churches, statues, and religious symbols
subject to vandalism and attack, we call upon elected officials and leaders at every level to defend the religious freedom of all.
Vivat Jesus!
Carl A. Anderson
Supreme Knight
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In ‘Life After the Pandemic,’ Pope Francis
hopes COVID-19 will change us.
A quote summarizing Francis’ thoughts and prayer:
If we act as one people,
even in the face of other epidemics
that threaten us, we can make a real impact.…
May we find within us the necessary antibodies of
justice, charity and solidarity.
We must not be afraid
to live the alternative—the civilization of love….
In this time of tribulation and mourning,
I hope that, where you are, you will be able to experience Jesus, who comes to meet you, greets you and
says: “Rejoice” (cf. Mt 28:9).
And may this greeting mobilize us
to invoke and amplify the Good News
of the Kingdom of God.

This is a prayer titled "Give Us What We Need", taken from "Together We
Pray" by Carmen L. Caltagirone, (c) 2005 by Ave Maria Press. All rights
Gracious God, you are the great giver of gifts.
We come today with arms outstretched,
asking you to give us what we need to live our lives fully.
Give us courage
to face our inner demons and chase them away.
Give us wisdom
to name our gifts and use them for the good of all.
Give us strength
to change even those things which we have held most dearly.
Give us the gift of remembering
who we are and to whom we belong.
Give us the gift of single-heartedness
to focus on your call in our lives.
Give us a visible faith
so that through us others can believe.
Give us steadfast love
to melt away the walls that separate us.
Give us a deep sense of your presence in our lives.
For with you we have it all,
all we need to be in love with life, to be whole and happy and fulfilled.
Amen.
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Council 5918 will once again be participating in the
“Coats for Kids Program” with a donation to the
West Suburban Pantry

Overview
The goal of the Coats for Kids program is to ensure that no child in North America
goes without a coat during the winter season. Ten years ago, the Knights of Columbus
recognized the needs of children in the United States and Canada living in extreme
poverty and started the Coats for Kids program. Since then, Knights from 1,943 councils have donated 660,581 coats to children in need. In 2018 alone, councils donated
116,616 coats.

Pro Life
The Knights of Columbus encourages others to
choose life through public support of the pro-life
cause.
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Council 5918 Calendar
August 2020

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15
Rosary at
Abortion ctr

16

17

18
Officers’
Meeting

19

20

21

23

24

25

26

27

28

Council Mtg
Rosary 6:30
GO TO MTG

30

31

22

29

between 10am
and 2:00pm to sell
Tootsie Rolls at
the Woodridge
Jewel.
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Council 5918 Calendar
September 2020

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

11

12

6

7

8

9

10

13

14

15

16

17

20

21

22

23

24

Council Mtg
Rosary 6:30

GO TO MTG

27

28

29

30

18

19

Tootsie Roll
Sales at the
Street Corners

Tootsie Roll
Sales at the
Street Corners

25

26

