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From The Grand Knight
Brothers: The weeks following the January meeting were typically busy

ones for our Council. Fellow Knights tended the bar at the DaybreakTransitional Housing Fund Raiser on January 25 th. The Sting Rays Oldies
Band provided the entertainment, and brother Knights Dennis Bik, Don
Cavalli, Mike Hillebrand, and Eric Wood helped to quench-the-thirst of the
approximately 100 people who attended and, by all accounts, had a great
time.
On January 28th, brother Knights Dennis Bik, Ron Samoska, and John Zang
joined me at SS. Cyril and Methodius School for the 3 rd Local Spelling Bee
sponsored by Council 5918. Participating schools included SS. Cyril and
Methodius (the host school) and St. Alphonsus / St. Patrick (both located in
Lemont), Kingswood Academy in Darien, and St. Scholastica in
Woodridge. 30 students competed, and parents and teachers provided an
enthusiastic audience. The top three finishers, two of whom were from St.
Scholastica, will advance to the Regional Spelling Bee Competition at St.
James Parish Hall in Glen Ellyn on March 22 nd.
Saturday, Feb. 15 was the 3rd Saturday of the month, and five brother
Knights from 5918 recited the Rosary at the 75th St. Abortion Center. A cold
and windy morning did not deter the dedicated brothers from remembering
and praying for the unborn.
Due to Ash Wednesday falling on the 4th Wednesday (our usual meeting
night), we will conduct the February meeting on the third Wednesday of this
month, February 19th. On that night, we will be welcoming two new members, and we look forward to utilizing the new exemplification procedure
for the first time for a ceremony set to begin at 6:30pm. All members are
welcome to attend and experience this new way of bringing members into
our organization.
February 22nd promises to be a busy day. Besides the 4 th Degree Exemplification at the Sheraton Hotel in Lisle, the Council will have the responsibility for tending bar at the Annual St. Scholastica Parish Chili Cook-Off on
that Saturday evening. Members not attending the Exemplification are welcome to attend the Chili Cook-Off and bring their families to this fun and
tasty event.
Participation in fund raising through the Veterans Premier Charity Raffle in
Bolingbrook has started. After an unsuccessful night in January, we look
forward to a better turnout on the next 4th Thursday of the month, February
27th, when we next will be on duty.
And we should not overlook the upcoming Blood Drive on February 29 th.
As brother Knight Walter Shiffer, Blood Drive Director, would say, “Walkins are always welcome.”
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From The Grand Knight Continued…...
March is also going to be a busy month for the Council. Hospitality Sunday falls on Sunday, March 1 st. As
we do every month, the Council will host a table in the gym with membership materials on display and
brothers on hand to answer questions about the Knights.
Planning has begun on our annual Easter Egg Hunt, which will be held this year on Saturday, March 21 st.
With assistance from brother Knights and family members to stuff eggs on the evening of March 20 th, and
to assist with lunch and the Egg Hunt on Saturday, March 21 st, we look forward to another successful program.
Finally, as we do during Lent every year, the Council will sponsor Stations of the Cross at St. Scholastica
on Friday evening, March 27th. A good turnout of brother Knights is expected.
As always, remember to tell a Catholic man you know about the Knights of Columbus. Ask him to join us
as we help those in need, serve our parishes, grow in faith, and protect our families with top-rated insurance protection.

Vivat Jesus!
Jerry Munley, Grand Knight

March Birthdays

Joe Adler
Dave Anderson
Bob Baldwin
Dennis Bik
Pat Cawiezel
Al Daniele
Anthony Di Maria
Joe Ligas
Mike Mihelich
Richard Miller
Matt Mimnaugh
Carmen Mugnolo
Jim Phillips
Robert Pluta
Dennis Prepejchal
James Reilly Jr
Steven Sanz

3/27
3/25
3/29
3/21
3/4
3/4
3/29
3/8
3/3
3/8
3/5
3/31
3/31
3/19
3/24
3/9
3/25
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From Deacon Tom Fricke
Brother Knights and Ladies:
On February 26, 2020, we enter into the Holy Season of Lent which we call
Ash Wednesday.
During this holy season, God offers us a very special opportunity to grow in
our relationship with God and with one another. In the “busy-ness” of our
everyday life, these 40 days give us a chance to pray more deeply, experience repentance for the good we have failed to do and to be generous to
those in need.
So how do we get ready for Lent? It is simple. Stop, look and listen!
Stop your activity for a few minutes; take a look at your life; listen to the Spirit
within you. When you do that, you will be able to tailor your resolutions to
your own needs.
Start by asking God to tell you what to do (or stop doing) during Lent. We
all have a stock list of “resolutions” in the back of our head, but God
might have something in mind that will surprise us.
Jot down ways you can build into your life the three traditional Lenten
practices: Fasting – Praying – Almsgiving (acts of charity).
Write down some other possibilities tailored to your life.

After you have done this, think about your resolutions and look at them again
later. You might want to make revisions.

This is a great way for us to prepare for the celebration of the Resurrection of
Jesus on Easter Sunday.

Vivat Jesus!
Deacon Tom
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Knights of Columbus
Robert P. Connelly Council #5918
P.O. Box 5144
Woodridge, IL 60517

LEONARD M. JARKA MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
The Robert P. Connolly Council # 5918 of the Knights of Columbus in the community of Woodridge is proud
to announce the Leonard P. Jarka Memorial Scholarship program.
Mr. Jarka is a dedicated member of the Knights of Columbus who continues to demonstrate the highest degree of
involvement in the community through volunteerism, particularly in the areas of youth and senior citizen activities.
The Knights of Columbus is a Catholic men’s fraternal organization that provides assistance to handicapped and
retarded citizens, as well as supporting church, community and youth activities.
There are 3 separate scholarships that will be awarded. Two awards ($500.00 each) are for incoming or current
Catholic high school students. One award ($1,500.00) is for a high school senior who will be attending an accredited university, college or trade school, or an individual who is currently enrolled in such an educational institution.
These are financial need based scholarship awards. To be considered for one of the awards, the student must:
Be in good standing at their current school.
Complete the scholarship application form.
Furnish a letter of recommendation from the student’s guidance counselor or another school official acting in that capacity.
Attach a clear handwritten or typewritten essay on the topic of volunteerism as stated on the application.
Attach a clear handwritten or typewritten essay on why you believe you should be considered for this
scholarship.
Also attach a letter of recommendation from a member of the Knights of Columbus, who is in good
standing.
The application form for awards can be obtained from the Christ the Servant or St. Scholastica parish offices,
downloaded from our website http://www.kofc5918.org (click on scholarship tab) or by contacting our Scholarship
Chairman Jim Schmidt, listed below. All applications must be submitted by April 15, 2020. Entries can be submitted via email on our website, printed and mailed to our Post Office Box listed above, or given to any Council
5918 officer or our Scholarship Chairman. The scholarships will be awarded at the end of May.
For additional information please contact our Scholarship Chairman:

Jim Schmidt at (630) 728-4784
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Vatican City, Feb 19, 2020 - Pope Francis said Wednesday that a meek Christian is not weak, but defends his
faith and controls his temper.
“The meek person is not accommodating, but is a disciple of Christ who has learned to defend another land
well. He defends his peace, defends his relationship with God, and defends his gifts, preserving mercy, fraternity, trust, and hope,” Pope Francis said Feb. 19 in Paul VI Hall.
The pope reflected on the third beatitude from Christ’s Sermon on the Mount: “Blessed are the meek, for
they will inherit the earth.”
“Meekness manifests itself in moments of conflict, you can see how you react to a hostile situation. Anyone might
seem meek when everything is calm, but how does he react ‘under pressure’ if he is attacked, offended, assaulted?”
Pope Francis asked.
“A moment of anger can destroy many things; you lose control and do not evaluate what is really important, and you
can ruin the relationship with a brother,” he said. “On the other hand, meekness conquers many things. Meekness is
capable of winning the heart, saving friendships and much more, because people get angry, but then calm down, rethink and retrace their steps, and you can rebuild.”
Pope Francis quoted St. Paul’s description of “the sweetness and meekness of Christ,” and said that St. Peter also
called attention to this quality of Jesus at his passion in 1 Peter 2:23 when Christ “did not respond and did not threaten because ‘he entrusted himself to the one who judges with justice.’”
The pope also pointed to examples from the Old Testament, quoting Psalm 37, which similarly links “meekness” with
the possession of land.

“In Scripture the word ‘meek’ also indicates one who has no landed property; and therefore we are struck
by the fact that the third beatitude says precisely that the meek ‘will inherit the earth,’” he said.
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Council 5918 Calendar
February 2020

un

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9
Day

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23
Pie card sales
@
CTS

24

25

26

27

28

29
Pie card sales
@
St Scholastica

1
Pie card sales
@
St Scholastica

2

3

4

5

6

7

Chapter
4th Degree
Meeting
Exemplification
@ Sheraton Lisle @ Sheraton Lisle
7 pm
Blood Drive
Chili cook-off
@ St Scholastica
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Council 5918 Calendar
March 2020

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Hospitality
St. Scholastica

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
Spring fling

9

10

11
Assembly
meeting

12

13

14

15

16

17
St Patrick’s
Day

18

19
St Joseph’s
Day

20
Egg hunt
stuffing

21
Easter egg
hunt

25

26
Raffle hall
night

27
Stations of
The cross

28

Mike Clark
speaks
at CTS

Election Day

22

23

24

29

30

31

Council
Meeting @
7:00
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