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2018- 2019 Officers

Grand Knight
Vacant
Chaplain

Deacon Tom Fricke (630) 985-5266

Deputy Grand Knight
Jerry Munley

Chancellor
Joe Gajc

(630) 852-8819
(630) 930-9019

Recorder
Vacant
Financial Secretary
Steve Wagner

Treasurer

Jim Schmidt

Lecturer

Eric Wood

Advocate

Jim Leifel

Warden

(630) 660-0399
(630) 985-6053
(773-715-5291)
(630) 969-9212

John Zang

(630) 985-7728

Pete Gavlin
John Piotrowski

(630) 222-1762
(630) 415-9637

Inside Guards

Outside Guards
Tim Gontarz
Ed Fleming

Trustees

Joe Testolin
Steve Fitzmaurice
George Rieber, Sr

(630) 991-8769
(630) 698-3785
(630) 901-5952
(630) 675-8715
(630) 969-2007

K of C Insurance Field Agent
Joseph R Spada
(630) 703-9110
The 5918 Express is a monthly
publication of the Robert P. Connelly Council. The article submission deadline is the 10th of the
month. Please send articles to:
mjmggm@aol.com or
for information on this newslettercontact:Jerry Munley (630) 8528819.

Brothers,

Congratulations are in order for Carol and brother Knight Jerry Bevignani.
Their work and planning ensured that the January 13th After-Christmas Party was a big success. Approximately 50 were in attendance, including District Deputy Mike Enos, St. Scholastica Pastor Fr. Norbert, brother Knights
and spouses, and family members of deceased brother Knights. Two standout moments come to mind: Introducing 92 year-old Regina Quinn, widow
of former GK Harold Quinn, and a medley of Christmas carols sung by our
own 5918 Choir. Pizza, salad, wine and soft drinks were served, and gift
bags were distributed to all the ladies in attendance.
Plans are still being finalized for the Spelling Bee at Kingswood Academy
in Darien. It is our intention to continue this wonderful example of service
to youth that was started in early 2018 by our beloved deceased Grand
Knight John Koys.
On January 12th, Honorable District Director Mike Enos held his Winter
Meeting at St. Francis of Assisi in Bolingbrook. Invited were select council
officers from the five councils which comprise District 33, particularly
Grand Knights and Membership Directors. I attended along with Membership Director John Piotrowski. Enhancing Council Membership was the focus, and many good ideas were presented. A familiar guest speaker appeared, State Charitable Activities Director Jerry Bevignani, who introduced the Charity Star Awards Program to the assembled officers.
(Continued on page 2)
(Continued from page one)

Notice
Our next meeting will be held
Wednesday, January 23rd
At St. Scholastica
Starting At 7:00 p.m.
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The Christmas decorations are down and it’s
time for us to catch our liturgical and spiritual
breath. Advent, Christmas, the Solemnity of
Mary, Epiphany, and the Lord’s Baptism are all
behind us (and hopefully within us). Now, the
church invites us to move into “ordinary time.”
At first, this may seem as nothing more than a call
to dullness, routine, and boredom. But we live in
an age, which looks for something other than the
ordinary and unspectacular. We pride ourselves
on our Super Bowls and worship flashy superstars
and rock music.
We often overlook the miracles of life and love as
we madly rush about in search of the big events that take
up prime time television. So much of our time is spent
trying to escape the ordinary that we too often bypass the
presence of God in each moment.
In the Gospel Reading from last Sunday, St. John tells us
about what occurred at the wedding feast in Cana in Galilee. The Virgin Mary and her son, Jesus, were invited to
this celebration. There were many people at the banquet
and everybody seems to be having a good time. Unfortunately, the wine ran out (no doubt there were some
“guests” who heard about the reception and just showed
up!). The newlywed couple needed help.
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Usually, new officer elections take place in May of a
fraternal year, with new officer installation taking
place in June. However, with the sudden passing of
John Koys, a key vacancy has occurred that needs to
be filled for the balance of the 2018-19 Fraternal
Year. Therefore, an election to fill the Grand Knight
vacancy will take place at the January 23rd meeting.
Should another office open up as a result, an election
to fill that office will also take place. Please know that
any member can be nominated for any position. Nominations can be made by a brother Knight at the January 23rd meeting.
A Major Degree has been scheduled at St. Raphael
Parish in Naperville on Sunday, January 27th. Let’s
use this opportunity to ask a Catholic neighbor,
friend, or fellow parishioner to JOIN US!
Council 5918 will host the next Meeting of the
Blanchette Assembly on Wednesday, February 13th.
Brother Knights who are members of the 4th Degree
are urged to attend and support our role as host. No
doubt, much will be discussed concerning the upcoming Exemplification on Saturday, February 16th, when
our own brother Knight George Rieber will take the
4th Degree.
I hope to see many of my brother Knights at our next
meeting on Wednesday, January 23rd at St. Scholastica.
Vivat Jesus!
Jerry Munley
Deputy Grand Knight

Mary, a sensitive and intuitive woman, saw the problem,
understood the need, and spoke to her son, saying, “They
have no more wine.” Obviously, Jesus was surprised to
hear these simple words from his mother. That is why he
said, “Woman, how does this concern of yours involve
me? My hour has not yet come.” But the Virgin Mary
knew that her son would not stand by idly when someone
was in need so she told those waiting at the table, “Do
whatever he tells you.”
Married couples are called to use the gifts they have received from God for the common good. They are called to
show the love that exists between them, sharing their joys,
and possibly their sorrows, disregarding their own individual worries. They are called to do things for each other
and to listen to each other, showing each other that they
truly love and understand each other forgetting about the
little misunderstandings that their own self-centeredness
can turn into mountains.
(Continued on page 3)

“Lord God,
Almighty
Father, creator of mankind and author of peace, as we
are ever mindful of the cost paid for the liberty we
possess, we ask You to bless the members of our
armed forces. Give them courage, hope and strength.
May they ever experience Your firm support, gentle
love and compassionate healing. Be their power and
protector, leading them from darkness to light. To
You be all glory, honor and praise, now and forever.”
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(Continued from page 2)
We can’t help notice today that marriage today is under a severe attack.
You read, see, and hear in the media about marriages between the same
sexes even among celebrities. The Supreme Court has ruled that
“marriages” between persons of the same sex do not break the Constitution and they have the same legal privileges as of a heterosexual marriage.
Recall what Mary said to the servants in the Gospel, “Do whatever he
tells you.” Let us recognize that Mary is our mother and that she carefully watches over us as she watched all that happened at the marriage
of Cana. She wasn’t just telling the servants to “Do whatever he tells
you” but to all of us. We ought always obey Mary and listen to her
voice who speaks through her divine spouse, the Spirit of Love. Obey
the law of God and the commands of the Church.
Let us pray for all married couples that, through the intercession of the
Blessed Virgin, the Lord will bess and strengthen them. Jesus will not
deny us anything that we ask, as long as it is for our own good. So let
us pray to him that, through the intercession of his Mother, the Sacrament of Matrimony will be strengthened for, as we know, it is in crisis.
If we are constant in our prayer for married couples, the Lord will surely grant what we pray for, just as he did when he turned the water into
wine for the couple at the wedding feast in Cana.

BABY BOTTLES FOR LIFE
St. Scholastica is conducting its Baby Bottles for
Life campaign to benefit, support and educate
pregnant women facing crisis or unintended pregnancies. The funds collected through the Bottles
for Life campaign support the programs and services of the Waterleaf Medical Clinic and Education and Resource Center located in Aurora.
Waterleaf provides practical help; pregnancy testing, ultrasounds, STD testing and treatment as
well as continuing education and support for
women who would otherwise be at risk for choosing abortion.

Vivat Jesus !
Deacon Tom Fricke

Last year St. Scholastica collected over $6,000.00
during this campaign and helped to serve patients
with 977 clinic visits, 494 pregnancy tests, 556
ultrasounds and rescued 101 babies.
If you need a bottle to participate, please contact
the pastoral office at St. Scholastica.

HOSPITALITY SUNDAY
RETURNS AT SAINT SCHOLASTICA
ON
FEBRUARY 3, 2019

SKIP A CUP OF STARBUCKS
St. Scholastica school is asking that we skip a cup
of Joe and give that $5.00 to the school to help
them purchase Student Garden Supplies, STEM
equipment, Chromebooks, Playground equipment,
and more. Donate by check or go online to:
Stscholasticawoodridge.org

January 2019

Page 4

5918 Express

Leonard M Jarka
Memorial Scholarship
Applications Available
Students planning on attending a Catholic
high school or accredited university, college
or trade school are eligible to apply for the
Leonard M Jarka Memorial Scholarship.
The scholarship application and full eligibility requirements can be obtained from Christ
the Servant or St. Scholastica parish offices,
downloaded from our website:www.kofc5918.org or by calling Scholarship Chairman Jim Schmidt at
630.728.4784.
All applications must be submitted by April
15, 2019. Applications can be submitted via
email on our website, printed and mailed to
our Post Office Box 5511, Woodridge, IL
60517, or given to any Council 5918 Officer
or our scholarship chairman. The scholarships will be awarded at the end of May,
2019.

February Birthdays
Don Chilson
Dan Gracious
David Johnson
Michael Kurinec
James Leginski
Michael McAleer
Joseph Puthenpurakal
George Rieber Sr.
Rev Gerald Riva
Jeff Salvino

2/10
2/10
2/23
2/25
2/17
2/28
2/12
2/21
2/24
2/3

Prayer For Those Sick
or Distressed
“O heavenly Father, God of Love, You gave
us Your Son Jesus to be not only Physician of
our souls but also Healer of our bodies and
minds. Lord Jesus, we turn to You in this
time of illness. Please come to us now, and
lay Your healing hand on us and all who are
in need of you Mercy. Let the warmth, peace
and healing power of Your Spirit fill all of us
now with Your life and love. We receive
You, Lord Jesus!”
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Council 5918 Calendar
February 2019

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
Groundhog Day

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

Troop 512
Spaghetti
Dinner
1-6:00 pm
St. Scholastica

25

4th Degree
Exemplification

22
Washington”s
Birthday

Presidents’
Day
24

Rosary at the
Abortion Ctr

4th Degree
Assembly
Valentine’s Day
Mtg at
St. Scholastica

World
Marriage
Day

26

27
Council
Meeting

28

23

Knights of Columbus
Robert P. Connelly Council #5918
P.O. Box 5511
Woodridge, IL 60517

Place
Postage
Here

